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CFTFI HOSTS FIRST LADY OF JAPAN,
HER EXCELLENCY MRS. AKIE ABE

F

or over 20 years, through Technical Cooperation
Agreements between the Government of Trinidad
and Tobago and the Government of Japan, the
Caribbean Fisheries Training and Development Institute
has been able to collaborate with Japan International
Cooperation Agency () to effect various technology

transfers in the area of small scale fisheries, locally as well
as throughout the  region.
We were, therefore, extremely pleased to welcome to
the Institute on July , , Her Excellency, Mrs. Akie
Abe, wife of the Prime Minister of Japan as part of the
commemoration activities of the Anniversary of
»

Seated from left—Mrs. Shirley Dookeran, wife of Foreign Affairs Minister, H.E. Mrs. Tezuka, wife of Ambassador of Japan, H.E. Mrs. Abe,
wife of Prime Minister of Japan, Ms. Sheryl Haynes, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Land & Marine Resources, Ms. Tullia Ible, CFTDI
Principal; Ms. Lara Ferreira, Acting Director of Fisheries. Standing, left—Mr. Shinsuke Fukuzumi, Yamaha Instructor; extreme right—
Mr. Nariaki Mikuni, JICA representative.

Continued on page 2
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Correction: credit for last issue’s article—
T&T Consumers and Food Fish Farmers
Capitalize on Tilapia Cultivation,
researched and written by Renuka
Swarath was omitted in error.

CFTDI HOSTS
FIRST LADY OF
JAPAN (CONTINUED)…
established diplomatic relations between the
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and Japan, and
the celebration of Japan- Friendship
Year .
Mrs Abe, who was born in Tokyo, attended the
Sacred Heart Schools from Kindergarten to High
School, after which she moved on to the Sacred
Heart Professional Training College. This was
followed by attendance at the Graduate School of
Rikkyo University where she pursued a program
in Social Design Study for 21st Century.
She has been married to Mr. Shinzo Abe since
 and enjoys hobbies of running, golf and
Naginata—a Japanese traditional martial art
using a long-handled sword.
We were all enchanted by her charming
personality as she freely interacted with students,
Instructors and boat crewmen.
We thank Mrs. Abe for selecting the Institute
as one of her venues for visiting. ▄
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FIRST LADY OF JAPAN VISIT TO CFTDI
Photos courtesy The Communications Specialist of Ministry of Land and Marine Resource s

Principal, Ms. Tullia Ible welcomes the First Lady of Japan, Mrs. Akie Abe and her entourage.
The First Lady’s signature in CFTDI ’s guest book.

F

 L  J M. A A, wife
of Prime Minister of Japan to Trinidad and
Tobago, Mrs. Tezuka, wife of the Ambassador of Japan to Trinidad and Tobago, and nine
other Japanese officials had the opportunity to tour
the Caribbean Fisheries Training and Development
Institute () on Monday  July, 
C, which is under the portfolio of the
Ministry of Land and Marine Resources, is a leading
provider for the fisheries and marine sectors for the
Caribbean. Its administrative offices and Training
Centre are located at Chaguaramas, where the First
Lady and other Japanese officials visited.
The tour began with the presentation of a floral
bouquet to the First Lady Mrs. Abe by the Principal
of . followed by introductions to the Director
of Fisheries (Ag), , and the Permanent Secretary of
the Ministry of Land and Marine Resources. She
then proceeded to sign the guest book to
commemorate her visit there.
Continued on page 4
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FIRST LADY OF
JAPAN VISIT TO
CFTDI (CONTINUED)…

The honored guests were then shown creative displays of
work done by ’ students, and safety practices taught at
’s courses. Subsequently, the First Lady and other
Japanese officials met with the students and the Japan
International Cooperation Agency () experts in the
schools’ engineering room.
Continued on page 6

Mrs. Abe in quiet observation during tour of CFTDI classroom. At left is Mrs. Tezuka. At right is Yamaha Instructor, Mr. Fukuzumi.
CFTDI

products on display
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The First Lady samples some sushi produced in the Fish Processing Unit. In background is Ms. Muriel Quamina, Technical Instructor.

The First Lady chats
with JICA representatives,
Mr. Mikuni and
Mr. Ishida and the
Yamaha Instructor,
Mr. Fukuzumi.
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FIRST LADY OF JAPAN VISIT TO CFTDI
(CONTINUED)…

A very adventurous First Lady boards the vessel, Provider II, donated by

JICA

some 17 years

In further exploration
of the facility, the First
Lady and her company
had the pleasure of
boarding one of the sea
vessels, generously
donated by .
The visit ended with a
heart-felt gift exchange
between the First Lady
Mrs. Abe, the Permanent
Secretary, trainees and
 experts. ▄

The Provider II Crew left to right—
Cliff McLean, Ag Boat Captain and
Jairzinho Springer, Deckhand together
with (left to right) Ms. Lara Ferreira,
Ms. Ible, Mrs. Abe and Mrs. Tezuka.

THE PROVIDER NEWS

The First Lady presents Permanent Secretary with a gift.
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The First Lady receives a gift from Ms. Ible.

The First Lady and a JICA Representative exchange gifts. At left is the interpreter for the tour.



8

THE PROVIDER NEWS

T

November 

YAMAHA DONATES BOAT
REPAIR TOOLS TO CFTDI

 M 
Permanent Secretary of the
Ministry of Land and
Marine Resources,
Trinidad and Tobago were
present when the Yamaha
company made a donation
of tools to the Caribbean
Fisheries Training and
Development Institute
(). The tools would
be used by  for
training of persons in boat
engine maintenance and
repairs. Representatives
of the Japan Embassy
were also present.

Yamaha representative Mr. Fukamachi hands over the donation to Minister Jairam Seemungal.
Flanked by Outboard Motor Maintenance and Repair Students, JICA and Yamaha Reps are: Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Land & Marine
Resources (fourth from left, front row), Ms. Tullia Ible, Principal of CFTDI, Senior Vessel Engineer, Mr. Rooplal Dowlat (second
row), Ms. Oda, JICA Rep. based in the Dominican Republic, (far right, front row), and CFTDI Marine Engineer, Mr. Wendell
Martinez, (far right, back row)
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CFTDI’S
OUTBOARD
MOTOR
MAINTENANCE
AND REPAIR
COURSE
SEES STEADY
DEMAND

T

 O M M 
Repair Programme continues to be in demand
during this semester.
First, there was a programme conducted in
collaboration with the Japan International Cooperation
Agency () and Yamaha Company of Japan. This
course focused on the -stroke engine and Yamaha
Course participants engrossed in the training process.

Company was kind enough to send one of its
Instructors, Mr. Shinsuke Fukuzumi who ensured that
the participants received the very latest information
directly from Yamaha.
Participants who were sponsored by  came from
Dominica—Kimbel Allan Jules, Kim Christopher and
Joseph Wayland; from Antigua and Barbuda—Steve
Regirstrar, Nigel Wint presents a certificate to Mr. Ishida.
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CFTDI’S
OUTBOARD
MOTOR
MAINTENANCE
AND REPAIR
COURSE

“

Participants who were sponsored by
 came from Dominica—Kimbel
Allan Jules, Kim Christopher and
Joseph Wayland; from Antigua and
Barbuda—Steve Archibald and Hilroy
Simon; from Grenada—Desmond
Joseph and Shanda St. Clair; from
Nevis—Nigel Simmonds, and from St.
Kitts —Alphie Hodge.

(CONTINUED)…

”

Toco outboard training

Archibald and Hilroy Simon; from Grenada—Desmond
Joseph and Shanda St. Clair; from Nevis—Nigel
Simmonds, and from St. Kitts —Alphie Hodge.
This course was in session during the visit to the
Institute of Mrs Akie Abe, First Lady of Japan who
spent some time interacting with the participants.

Following this, the Institute collaborated with the
Economic Development Board’s Project Five Zero to
offer a program at the Toco Regional Complex from
August –, , for fishers in the Toco area. In this
program, the –stroke engine was featured. ▄
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THE LIONFISH IN
MARINE SYSTEMS
Researched and written by Renuka Swarath

T

  (Pterois
volitans and P. miles),
also called turkey fish,
dragon fish and scorpion fish, is
known as an Invasive Alien
Species () that poses significant danger to the North
American and Caribbean
regions. An  is a species that
is non-native to an ecosystem
and as such is most likely to
cause either economic or
environmental harm or impact.
The main impacts of concern
are: ecosystem change and
economic impacts.
Lionfish are marine species
with red, brown and white
hues. They are striped and
zebra-like in appearance. They
possess eighteen venomous
spines that are used as a
defence against predators. Of
the eighteen, thirteen are
located along the front of the
dorsal fin, two are positioned
close to the pelvic fins and the
remaining three are found near
the anal fin. The bony and
venomous spines are covered
with a skin-like tissue. When
one is stung by a lionfish, the
skin-like tissue covering the
spines is torn as the spine is
inserted into the body of the
victim; this allows direct
exposure to the venomous
glandular tissue of the lionfish.
Their prevalence in the
marine environment is due to a
number of factors, one being
that they can survive in a

number of ecosystems such as
reefs, rocky areas, mangroves,
ship wrecks and man-made
structures e.g. jetties. Other
factors that make them a top
predator include their capability of reproducing year
round and their fast growth
and ability to outgrow the
native fishes. They are also
voracious predators which feed
on the native fishes in reefs thus
making them a danger to the
native population. These native
fishes, e.g. grunts and snappers,
are both economically and
ecologically important to their
niches; therefore, the lionfish upsets the balance of the ecosystem.
Despite the lionfish
possessing a large number of
venomous spines and being an
avid predator, they themselves
have few “predators”; however,
there is little information to
support this. It is believed that
some of their possible predators
would include sharks,
groupers, eels and surprisingly, other lionfish! An
interesting fact though is
that, whilst the lionfish’s
spines carry potent venom,
the flesh of this fish is nonvenomous. This means that
one of the best and most
enjoyable solutions to
reducing the large
population size is by
consuming it!
Densities of lionfish
sighted in local waters
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resulted in eighty-seven per hectare
(/ha) in Tobago and approximately five per hectare (/ha) in
Trinidad. Caribbean islands have
also sighted as much as two
hundred per hectare (/ha) in
Jamaica and five hundred and fifty
per hectare (/ha) in the
Bahamas. Currently, research
work is being carried out in several
areas concerning the pattern of
operation of the lionfish. Gross
populations of the lionfish are
being studied to ascertain their
ability to mature from juveniles to
adults in a short space of time.
Other research work includes
determining their critical thresholds in reefs (that is, the most
amounts of lionfish that a reef can
support before affecting the
ecosystem) and understanding
their biology and genetics (for
example, their salinity threshold).
In concluding, one can easily say
that the lionfish is on top of its
game in the schematics of the
marine system in that it possesses
qualities that allow it to thrive in
multiple environments; nevertheless, one can breathe a sigh of
relief in knowing that solutions are
present to either mitigate or
eradicate the somewhat fearless
and resilient lionfish. ▄
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THE HONOURABLE MINISTER
JAIRAM SEEMUNGAL GETS A
BEHIND THE SCENES LOOK AT CFTDI
Technical Instructor, Ms. Muriel Quamina gives the Minister
the run down of the equipment in the Fish Processing Unit.

M

 S   
members of his team had the
pleasure of touring the Caribbean
Fisheries Training and Development Institute
() on Wednesday , July, .
On the tour, they were first shown the Fish
Processing Unit, after of course, in keeping
with health and safety regulations, donning the
appropriate Personal Protective equipment.
Whilst going through the Unit, detailed
explanations of all the equipment and their
uses were given. For instance, they were
shown the Fish Flesh Deboner (which
separates the bone and flesh of the fish and
minces it in the process) and a Fish Smoking
Machine (which is used to make smoked
bonito that is similar to smoked herring).
Up next, the tour led to a classroom area,
where students were being trained in

From left to right: Minister Seemungal; Training Officer of CFTD
members of the Ministerial Team are engaged as Ms. Quamina d

Ms. Quamina demonstrates the Fish Flesh Deboner machine for the Minister.

Minister Seemungal checks in on a live classroom session at CFTDI . Standing behind is Tecnichal Insturctor, Capt. Ronald

seamanship in preparation for
various lucrative and exciting
seafaring jobs.
The tour ended on a good
note with a test run of the boat

DI , Mrs. Joan Gower de Chabert; and
details the workings of the Fish Processing

known as the FD Triton.
Minister Seemungal got the
chance to do a bit of “Baywatching” by driving the FD
Triton “Down the Islands” ▄

At the helm of the FD Triton
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Fuel Savings for Small
Fishing Vessels A ma nu a l
The recent sharp increase in the price of
fuel has had a major impact on the
economics of operating fishing vessels.
Fishing boat owners and operators
struggle to meet this challenge and ask
what measures can be taken to reduce
the heavy burden of increased fuel cost.
Litres of fuel required per tonne of fish
landed varies widely depending on the
fish specia and fishing method used.
Fuel saving methods have to be tailored
to each fishing method and fishery. This
manual aims to provide practical advice
to fishing boat owners and crews, boatbuilders and boat designers and
fisheries administrators on ways to
reduce fuel costs. It focuses on small
fishing boats measuring up to 16 m (
ft) in length and operating at speeds of
less than 10 knots. This covers the
majority of the world’s fishing boats. It
also serves as a guide for those involved
with fuel savings for small vessels used
in support of aquaculture activities. The
manual provides information to boat
designers and boat builders on hull
shape for low resistance and the
selection of efficient propellers. The
first chapters of this manual deal with
fuel saving measures that can be taken
on existing boats without incurring
major investment costs. The most
effective measures include reducing
boat service speed, keeping the hull and
propeller free from underwater fouling
and maintaining the boat engine. It also
suggests that changing fishing methods
can save fuel. The final chapters of this

manual provide information regarding
the fuel savings that are possible by
changing from a -stroke outboard
engine to a diesel engine, installing a
diesel engine, and using sail. Selecting
economic engine power on the basis of
the waterline length and the weight of
the boat is discussed. Advice is given on
the choice of gear reduction ratio and
of propeller related to service speed,
service power and propeller rpm. Data
are provided to assist with the design of
a new fuel-efficient boat and the selection of an optimum propeller. The
information contained in this manual is
accompanied by many illustrations to
make the main points more easily
understood. Detailed background
information is provided in the appendices. The appendices also contain
blank tables that may be used to
calculate potential fuel savings, cost of
engine operation, the weight of a boat
and the diameter and pitch of a propeller.

Implementation
Guidelines on Part B of
the Code, the Voluntary
Guidelines and the
Safety Recommendations
The Implementation Guidelines are
intended for the attention of maritime,
labour and fisheries ministries and any
other relevant government ministry as
and when it is decided to implement the
three // instruments on the
design, construction and equipment of

Library
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Corn er

fishing vessels of all types and sizes.
Those instruments are Part B of the
Code of Safety for Fishermen and
Fishing Vessels, the Voluntary
Guidelines for the Design, Construction and Equipment of Small
Fishing Vessels, and the Safety
Recommendations for Decked Fishing
Vessels of Less than  metres in
Length and Undecked Fishing Vessels.
While the intention is not to provide a
single prescription to improve safety,
the Guidelines do seek to raise
awareness and offer guidance on a
broad range of issues which must be
addressed in an effective and holistic
manner. In this regard, the cooperation
and coordination between maritime,
labour and fisheries administrations is
important, particularly where the
responsibilities for safety of fishing
vessels are divided under relevant Acts.
The Implementation Guidelines cover
areas such as: development of a safety
strategy; legal implications; administrative requirements; capacity-building;
training of crew members; enforcement
of regulations; and operational safety.
Although the main purpose of the
Implementation Guidelines is to assist
competent authorities in the implementation of voluntary instruments, it
could also be useful when implementing
the provisions of the Cape Town
Agreement of  on the Implementation of the Provisions of the 
Protocol relating to the Torremolinos
International Convention for the
Safety of Fishing Vessels, .
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EMANCIPATION LADIES
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5 days
8 weeks

Certificate of Proficiency
in Survival Craft

Coastal Navigation

Tanker Familiarization

5 days

23

23

9

16

13

4

MARCH

27

28

13

25

13

20
20

APRIL

17

29

4

18
2

1

MAY

1st Semester 

TO BE ADVISED

30

19

10 days

Seaman Class II

19

23

19

5 days

Medical First Aid

8 weeks

13

9

5 days

Advanced Firefighting

Engineering Rating
Category II
Outboard Engine
Maintenance & Repairs

13

2

10 days

Boat Master III

4

26
23

FEBRUARY

JANUARY

9 days

DURATION

Basic Training

COURSE

Training Administration
Tel: (868) - /
Fax: () -
E-mail: training@cftdi.edu.tt
FB: Caribbean Fisheries Training and Development Institute

8

22

8

8

30

JUNE

22

17
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